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Ps AL. CXLYV, 19. former part. 
H F will fulfill. the defs re of them that 


Jens: — 


E E thirſt after happineſs is ſo con- 
1 ſtantly and ſo univerſally fixed i» hu- 


man nature, that there is no age or 
condition of life, which can, or indec1 
attempts to plead an utter exemption from it. 


The new born Infant by its cries very ſignifi- 
cantly utters its want of it; and as we make fur- 


ther advances in the tack of Being, we daily, I 


had almoſt faid hourly, give intimations of the 


ſame diſpoſition, often without the leaſt direct 
deſign of doing ſo; and it we examine thoſe, 


| whoſe lot it is to perform a complete round of 


exiſtence here, by arriving at the utmoſt verge 
of that old Age, which for its reſemblance in 
ſeveral particulars to the f, is ſtiled the ſecond 
childhood, we ſhall find that the point, now 


before us, is one of the inſtances wherein the ſi- 
militude between them ſubſiſts. If we take the 


ſcene of life in another view, not conſidering 
the various periods, bur the different ranks and 
ſtations of it, it will doubtleſs appear that the 
purſuit of happineſs cloſely interweaves itſelf 
wirh each of them. Altho' He that followeth | 
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the plough is (according to the wiſe ſon of Si- 
rach, Eccl. Ch. 38. v. 25.) ordinarily excluded 


from the attainment of knowledge, yet he is al- 


lowed to be a very fair Candidate for this Bleſs- 
ing, and accordingly He puts in his claim to, 
and often really poſſeſſes as much or more of it 


than many, who might think, that they them 


ſelves had a far more probable proſpect of it; 


as therefore the loweſt member of ſociety is not 


too low for pretenſions of this kind, ſo neither 
if we paſs thro' all the intermediate ſtages to the 


higheſt, ſhall we perceive any that can juſtly 
ſay they are above them. He that is arrayed in 


E and fine linnen, and may fare ſumptuouſ- 


ly every day, is notwithſtanding admitted to 


have very reaſonable cares and purſuits of this 
ſort, altho He may be at preſent Maſter of 
_ every neceſſary and convenience, which his ſi- 
tuation calls for. From this view of the matter 
therefore it ſhould ſeem that the ſentiment was 
one and the ſame in all, altho' the language in 
which it is expreſſed, or the ſeveral methods by 


which it diſcovers itſelf to others may be ſome- 


what different, according to the different age 
or rank, or both age and rank of the Perſons, in 
whom it reſides. 5 
Here then a Queſtion may naturally ariſe, — 
vin. — what is the preciſe notion of this happi- 


neſs which is ſuch a univerſal attractive to all 


mankind? To which I fancy a ſuccinct and ge- 
neral, altho', I hope, as far as it goes, — a clear 
anſwer may be given by ſaying, — that all objects 
whatſoever, which we have or can have any con- 
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31 
cern with, divide themſelves into two great 
claſſes of good and evil: by the former we mean 
ſuch things as conduce to the preſervation or 
convenience of our Being; by the latter thoſe, 
which have the contrary effects. We know 
likewiſe, that we all have appetites and aver- 
ſions implanted: in us, adapted to theſe quali- 
ties in things, by means of which we have 
a tendency to, or are carried towards the one, 
and endeavor to ſhun and entirely eſcape the 
other. When therefore we are overtaken 
by and ſuffer under theſe latter, this conſti- 
tutes miſery; and when we obtain the former, 
we gratify our appetite for good or fulfill our de- 
fire, and this forms what we mean by happi- 
neſs. And if every juſt and well- grounded deſire 
ſhould be immediately fulfill'd, as ſoon as it 
ſprings up in the ſoul, this would eſtabliſh com- 
plete and perfect happineſs. But this is far from 
being the preſent caſe, — for we all of us ma 
readily perceive, that fo defire and to have are 
not words of the ſame or nearly of the ſame im- 
port. — Experience will tell us, that moſt fre- 
quently a variety of methods are to be employed 
for the obtaining of good, and when we have 
pitched upon and exerted thoſe, which upon the 
whole will be allowed to be the moſt fair and 
probable, yet the gratification of our deſire is by 
no means in all caſes the neceſſary conſequence 
of our doing ſo. Reaſon alſo will give us ſhrewd 
hints, and Revelation will demonſtrate, that the 
Almighty Being, who formed, preſides over the 
Univerſe, and altho' He permits for the moſt 
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part, what we call, a natural courſe of things, 
yet ſtill, by a ſuperlative wiſdom, He can juſtly 
claim all events as the iſſues of his providence. 
In every tranſaction therefore it ſhou'd be our 
firſt care to make him our friend, if we aim to 
lay the moſt legitimate foundation for ſucceſs; 

0 9 when He ſo expreſsly declares (as He 
| hath done in my Text) — that He will Jug the 

deſire of them that fear bim. | 

From this deduction then J hope it may ap- 
pear, that the Sentence refixed to this Diſ- 
courſe, (and which I have this moment repeated) 
is of the utmoſt importance to us, and eſpecially 
befitting this ſeaſon, when we are aſſembled 
in the moſt ſolemn manner to implore the di- 
vine protection againſt our very ſubtil and dan- 
gerous Enemy. In proportion therefore to its 
importance and propriety it certainly behoves us 
to guard againſt any miſapprehenſion of it, and 
likewiſe to retain it, when rightly qualified and 
underſtood, deeply imprinted upon our memo- 
ries. To this end I muſt humbly ſollicit for a 
patient and attentive hearing, whilſt I endeavor 
to unfold a little that genuine Fear of God, 
which is made the condition of this promiſe; 
whilſt I beſtow a few reflections upon the pro- 
miſe itſelf, and then conclude with ſome appli- 
cation of what may have been ſaid, to che cauſe 
of the preſent eee 

Fear is one of the moſt quick, ſtrong and ex- 
tenſive paſſions in our nature: and altho' there 
are Perſons, whoſe occupations tend to habi- 
tuate them to danger, who can in a good = 
ure 
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ſure diveſt themſelves of it, and may very lau- 
dably do ſo, as far as their profeſſion requires; 
yet ſtil] we all muſt readily allow, that it may, 
in general, be very rationally entertained to a 
certain degree. For Fear is an uneaſy ſenſation 
at the proſpect of approaching Evil; and as Evils 
abound, and are perhaps commonly of much 
greater moment to deſtroy ſatisfaction, than their 
oppoſite Goods are to create and preſerve it, 
hence as we every one of us covet ſatisfaction, 
(which is but another term for happineſs,) we 
may alſo admit a fear of that evil, which we 
_ perceive will prevent our obtaining it, or rob us 
of it. When the power from whence it is to 
proceed is material and inanimate, or if ani- 
mated, irrational or corrupt and wicked, then 
we are to dread the evil of Pain, but if it is in- 
tellectual, completely juſt, and omniſcient, 
then in the way of prevention or in caſe of actual 
offence we are to be apprehenfive of the evil of 
Puniſhment, Theſe laſt Qualities are Attributes 
of the Deity, and therefore it is this laſt evil, 
that we are ſolely or chiefly to fear from him ; 
for vengeance 1s in a peculiar manner his and 
He will repay it to them, that deſpiſe or break 
his laws: and what renders this ſituation more 
terrible (if that can be,) is, that our own con- 
| ſeience hall conſpire, with the poſitive in- 
flictions that may be appointed by heaven, to 
torment us. For we are aſſured by truth itſelf, 
that, in ſuch caſe, our worm ſhall not die, as well 
as that the Fire, (whatever that is,) /ball not be 
quenched, N 


But 
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But ſtill it muſt be confeſſed that a Fear, 
which proceeds ſimply from a proſpect of divine 
puniſhment, 1s to be accounted but a low acqui- 
ſition, in the moral and religious view of it; 
for it is no more than the Devils themſelves are 
repleniſhed with, ſince St. James tells us (Ch. 2. 
ver. 19) that they believe and tremble, How- 
ever it is much to be wiſhed that many Chriſtians 
were, I do not ſay, duly repleniſhed with this 
Principle, but even were very moderately Par- 
takers of it, ſince numbers are to be met with 
either in the gay or buſy world, who ſeem ſcarce 
to betray the leaſt ſigns of it; who give a looſe 

to almoſt every paſſion, that they can without 
the immediate cenſure of human laws, and 
whoſe general conduct wou'd tempt us to ſuſ— 
pect not only that they cared not for God, but 
alſo that he was not in all their thoughts, if 
their frequent taking his name into their mouths, 
1n order to profane it by falſe and vain oaths, or 
by uttering ſenſeleſs imprecations upon others 
and damnable ones upon themſelves, did not 
prevent us from doing ſo. They almoſt affect 
to diſclaim all other communication with the 
Deity, and make a ſort of point of it, never to 
attend upon the Lord in the publick ordinances 
of Religion, or if they at any time by chance, 
or for faſhion's ſake do ſo, it is with ſuch a miſ- 
becoming, thoughtleſs, and undaunted mein, 
that they ſhew forth not ſo much the worſhip 
and fear, as the defiance of him. To ſuch there- 
fore we might propoſe the example of even Sa- 
tan himſelf, as worthy their imitation in this 
reſpect, 
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reſpect, hoping that as they have a capacity for, 
ſo they wou'd employ the diſpoſition to a better 


uſe, than he does; and altho' this ſervile dread 
is by no means to be ſtyled the perfection, yet it 
might in them be the beginning of religious wiſ- 
dom; as it might, if duly cultivated, lead in its 
conſequences to that Fear, which is a natural 


and cloſe appendage to our moſt perfect virtue 
and piety here. 

For to a Perſon deeply and ſeriouſly nfleciing, 
| (as doubtleſs the ſubject matter deſerves) upon 
God's denunciation of eternal vengeance againſt 

obſtinate wickedneſs, it may naturally occur to 
put this queſtion to himſelf, — viz. why is an 
_ endleſs puniſhment awarded by heaven to the 

unrepented breach of its Laws? And to this one 

might think he wou'd as readily reply, or be 
| carried to do ſo almoſt without any Admonitor, 


that, as God hath afforded to him almoſt innu- 


merable inſtances of his goodneſs by the free 
gift of life, and a various profuſion of means for 
the happy ſupport of it here, which, at the low- 
eſt computation he may uſually obtain to a very 
comfortable degree by his own induſtry, or cha- 
ritable aſſiſtance (if that be neceſſary) from the 
| ſuperfluous ſtore of others, ſo the ſame gracious 
Being hath given him a capacity for and an actual 
promiſe of an eternal exiſtence in perfect hap- 
pineſs hereafter upon ſtated conditions, and 
therefore when he at the ſame time threatens an 
everlaſting vengeance for the breach of them, 
the preſumption certainly is, that even amidſt 
this Juſtice and judgment, the ſame plan of 


good- 


4 
goodneſs and mercy is ſtill carried on. — Let 
him then proceed to conſider the terms upon 
which this gracious promiſe is given, and he 
may with almoſt ever ſo little thought perceive 
that the negative part of them only aim to pre- 
vent the exceſſive or perverted uſe of thoſe good 
things, which God hath given him richly to 
enjoy, that is, ſuch a uſe of them as will ſcarce 
ever fail ſooner or later upon the whole to pro- 
duce miſery even here; whilſt the ſum of the 
poſitive precepts is to do good and to communicate, 
theſe being the ſacrifices with which God is 
well pleaſed, and that becauſe they conduce to 
the preſent happineſs of his creatures: and at 


the ſame time both one and the other are natu- 


ral qualifications for their admiſſion into that 
heaven, which he hath prepared for them here- 
after. — What high Eſteem then! what Venera- 
tion for and Gratitude to that beſt of Beings muſt 
offer itſelf to every ſerious and attentive mind 
upon ſuch a view of the caſe ; and if theſe are 
permitted to have their proper effect in it, how 
eaſily muſt they preſcribe an habitual Fear of of- 
fending againſt ſo much goodneſs, not only in 
the greater and more flagrant inſtances, but in 
ſuch as are fo little or fo ſecret as to render us 
perfectly ſecure from every other cenſure or in- 
ſpection, but that of Omniſcience. N 
Though the Point ſeems ſcarcely to re- 
quire, yet let us aſſume an obvious illuſtration 
of it, which the Sacred Writings with their 
uſual eaſe, dignity, and condeſcenſion will rea- 
dily ſuggeſt to us; for in them we find, that the 
21 Deity 
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Deity ſtyles himſelf the Tall er of his rational 


creatures, and hath taught us to follow his own 
example by calling him ſo too in our moſt ſo- 


lemn addreſs to him. It is not my buſineſs, nor 


1 intention here to enter into all the minute — 


prieties of this appelſation, as thus employed; 


it will be amply ſufficient for my preſent pur- 


poſe to induce you to join with me, and let us 


juſt image to ourſelves a ſenſible, virtuous, and 
indulgent Parent, bleſt with a well-diſpoſed, 
obedient, and grateful Offspring. Then let us 


take a view of the former, exerting his bene- 


volence and power in an habitual and almoſt _ 
unremitted regard for the preſent and future 

happineſs of his children, joying in their ſue- 
ceſs, and ſick ning with grief at cvery blameable 


miſcarriage of the ſame ; after this let us behold 


the correſpondent behavior of the latter, de- 


monſtrating itſelf, according to the qualifications 
already enumerated, by a moſt deep and af- 


fectionate veneration towards the Parent, and 
by a ready and unconſtrained fear of cauling any 
real diſpleaſure to him, even in the moſt tri- 


vial inſtances, where there could be no ſelf- 


intereſted views to influence their behaviour, 
but ſolely the deſire of avoiding the preſent diſ- 


pleaſure itſelf, — Let us again, by a very eaſy 


and common proceſs of the mind, take off every 
weakneſs and infirmity from this parental cha- 
racter, which is incident to the very beſt of the 


human ſpecies, and then, upon the removal of 
theſe clouds, the Deity will break forth in moſt 


_ reſplendent and amiable * upon us, — 


COn- 
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continually acting for, and rejoicing in the hap- 
pineſs of his creatures: and we muſt in conſe- 
quence feel, (if we have hearts capable of any 


teeling,) the higheſt reverence for ſuch a Being, 


and entertain an habitual fear of offending a- 
gainſt ſuch unlimited Goodneſs. The Diſpoſi- 


tion of mind muſt be the ſame towards the hea- 


venly as the earthly Parent, only varied in its 
degree of intenſeneſs, and I hope from hence we 
may very obviouſly diſcern, that there is a Fear 
as well as a Faith, that worketh by love, and 


which is to be the main ingredient of that quali- 


fication, to which the promiſe of the text is 
annexed. VVV Pg 
But whilſt I endeavour to ſet forth and re- 
commend this ingenuity of temper, and have 
made the mere dread of puniſhment to be only 
the beginning of wiſdom to the profligate, yet 
let me not be miſunderſtood, as if I thought that 
we could ever arrive to ſuch a perfection here, as 
to be able entirely to diſcard it. The admonition 


— : 


not to be high-minded but fear, even in this laſt 


ſenſe of the word, will always be but too appli- 


cable to us in our preſent ſtate. For here our 


beſt virtue is but weak, and we are liable to be 


thrown back from any ſuppoſed degree of it by 
manifold and ſtrong temptations; the horror 
therefore of eternal vengeance is very fit to be 
placed as a guard or out-work to it, leaſt we 


ſhou'd at any time be overcome by the power 


or number of Aſſailants, whilſt the other branch 


of this ſame quality will be continually urging 
us to make freſh and further advances in " 
courſe 


! 
courſ: of Goodneſs; and if rhey thus amicably 
unite, and co-operate with one another, they 


will conſtitute, together taken, that genuine 
Fear, the Poſſeſſor of which God hath promuled 


to fulfill the deſires of. 
To this Promiſe therefore it may now be pro- 
per to pay ſome more attention. I have alread 
obſerved in a curſory manner, that the fulfilling 
of the deſires is an expreſſion in ſenſe the ſame, 


or very nearly ſo, to the conferring or giving of 
happineſs, becauſe all happineſs is the comple- 


tion of our deſires, or ſomething equivalent to 


it. It may indeed be ſaid, that the poſſeſſion of 


Good unforeſeen and unexpected conveys real, and 
often more exquiſite happineſs for that very rea- 


ſon; but altho in this caſe it cannot be a&ually 
defired by us, yet it muſt be in fact d%rable to 
us, as being agreeable to our nature and diſpo- 


ſition, or otherwiſe it will beſtow no happineſs 


upon us. But, waving theſe niceties, let us paſs 
on to ſomewhat much more material to us in 


the preſent caſe, by conſidering that things have 
their qualities and nature, and their congruity 
or incongruity to ours, prior to, and in a good 
meaſure independent of our deſires about them; 
it is therefore our buſineſs to endeavour to a- 


dapt theſe latter to the real moment and im- 
portance of the former, and to expect the di- 


vine bounty or concurrence for the fulfilling of 


them accordingly. Now this very regulation and 
aim of our deſires the Fear of God, as above 
deſcribed, will in ſeveral reſpects be much ſub- 
ſervient to, and, without ſuch a management 
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of them, their gratification will in the end prove 
our diſappointment, ſince, in ſuch circumſtances, 
it wou'd, upon the whole, be productive not of 
hap pineſs, but miſery. 

In order then ſuccinctly and clearly to diſcuſs 
the point now properly before us, Let us in the 
firſt place ſeriouſſy reflect a little upon the na- 
ture and extent of our Being and Exiſtence, 
whether we are, at preſent, in all reſpects upon 
a level with the tribes of Brute Animals, and 
like them too, to periſh, as tho we had never 
been, at the diſſolution of our corporeal frame; 

or, if we do not poſſeſs a great pre-eminence 
over them here, and at the ſame time likewiſe _ 
carry about with' us a much more enduring 
ſubſtance, than they can boaſt of, As to our 
preſent excellence above the Brute Creation, 
there are few, I fancy, if any, who do not, in 
their own opinion, or even t! At of others, en- 
Joy it; nay! as man is formed in the image of 
God, it would be almoſt impious to intimate 
the contrary : but as to our future continuance 
beyond them after the termination of this life, 
tbere it muſt be confeſſed, that the firſt appear- 
ances are againſt us, ſince we alſo die and are 
turned again to the duſt in common with them. 
— However there has an opinion almoſt uni- 
verſally prevailed amongſt mankind, that the 
whole of them does not move off from the ſtage 
of Being together with their Body, but that, on 
the contrary, the conſcious thing within ſurvives 
it; and that this notion is not a mere groundleſs 
prejudice, there is a good preſumption from con- 


idering 


| 1 
| { ſidering how each perſon, the more pious, 
© thoughtful and ſagacious he was, was apt to re- 


ttiain it in a ſtronger degree. The ſhorteſt, eaſieſt 


and perhaps beſt account of the general preva- 
lence of this truth is, that it made a part of the 
; divine revelation to. our firſt Progenitor, was 
| handed down by tradition from him, and re- 
' vived and ſtrengthened by occaſional repetitions 
from the original ſource in different periods of 
the world, till at length the great Author of our 
Religion fully inſiſted . upon, and ſufficiently 
_ unfolded it, declaring expreſsly.that there was 
to be hereafter a ſtate of endleſs and perfect hap- 
pineſs or miſery, and making theſe the chief and 
expreſs ſanctions of all his Laws. To Beings 
therefore of ſuch conſtitution and expectations, 
the deſire of poſſeſſing this greateſt good, and 
in conſequence of eſcaping this greateſt evil, 
_ ought in all reaſon to be ſupreme, and take the 
firſt place in their minds, and if theſe laſt were 
but moderately repleniſhed with the true reli- 
gious fear, it would do ſo. For as the Deity is 
the ſole abſolute Lord and Diſpoſer of this grand 
event, if Men did but properly fear him in that 
view, they would be naturally led to be more 
attentive to, and meditate more upon it, than 
it is to be ſuſpected many do, who make a for- 
mal profeſſion of the belief of it. They would 
be apt frequently to revolve it over with them- 
ſelves, and ſet it in a variety of ſtrong points of 
light, ſuch as it's importance might admit and 
deſerve; and by ſuch repeated exerciſes they 
would ſtrengthen and increaſe their deſire after 
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it to that height, as would give it the chief aſ- 
cendant in their breaſts: and when they have 
arrived at this diſpoſition, this will in its turn 


ſerve to prove to them, that thus far they are 


poſſeſſed of that genuine fear of the Deity, to 

which the promiſe is annexed, and 1 
may in proportion confidently look for the com- 
pletion of this their moſt important deſire from 

him, as from a faithful Creator. | 
But however, that this Deſire, ſo tuly Jaud- 
able in itſelf, may not, by our miſmanagement 
of it, turn out a mere heat of Enthuſiaſm, with- 
out any legitimate and ſolid foundation to reſt 
upon, it will be proper that to our Faith in this 
reſpect we add the deſire of virtue alſo, as ſub- 
ſervient to the former, ſince this is the only path 
of God's appointment, by which we can, in our 


pteeſent ſtate, regularly arrive at heaven. It may 


indeed be ſaid, and it is to be feared, that many, 
ende they may ſay, are but too apt to think, 
that as virtue is the regulation of our own actions 
according to our beſt reaſon in any given circum- 
ſtances, the poſſeſſion of it muſt be always in our 
own power, and therefore it muſt be abſurd to 
exert any deſires about it; and from hence per- 
haps it is, that like other things which men are 
in full poſſefſion of, the exerciſe and enjoyment 
of it is neglected by them, whilſt their thoughts 
and inclinations are totally taken up with other 
objects. But however, this is a partial, and may 
be a very erroneous ſtate of the caſe : — for al- 
though Virtue is, in ſome ſenſe, in our own 
power, fince nothing can compel us to be vir- 
tuous 
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tuous whether we will or not, yet we cannot 
always of ourſelves come up to the eſtabliſhed 
ſtandard of real Virtue, when we pleaſe; and 
although we may do in any or every ſuppoſed 
caſe what we think beſt, yet it will not there- 
fore follow that we do virtuouſly : for this may 
after a manner be affirmed of every man, as well 
the wicked as the righteous, ſince each Perſon 
acts according to the beſt of his preſent judg- 
ment, for otherwiſe he would chuſe evil, as 
tuch, which we all know is impoſhble. — The 
: wrath of the matter and the misfortune is, that 
we are apt to be extremely careleſs in form- 
ing, and precipitate in making our judgments of 
things, and by a thoughtleſs continuance in 
this way, we contract habits of perverſeneſs and 
depravity, — which will adhere to us, and not 
be ſhaken off at our pleaſure ; and therefore our 
beſt judgment under ſuch influence will proba- 
| bly be a very bad one, and in conſequence ſo 
will the conduct that flows from it. Add to all 
this, — that fatal experience diſcovers to us a 
| ſtrange, although I will not ſay entirely unac- 
countable Biaſs, by which we are carried almoſt 
mechanically towards wickedneſs, and which 
1s. continually obtruding its better or ſtronger 
even upon our 5% judgments ; ſo that we muſt 
be obliged to ſay in the language of St. Paul, 
D although we delight in the law of God, after 
| the inward man: yet we ſee another law in our 
members, warring againſt the law of cur minds, 
and bringing us into captivity to the law of ſin, 
which 1s in our members. (Rom. Chap. 7. ver. 
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22, 23.) From this view of things then it muſt 
appear, that human virtue ought to be conſi- 
dered rather as an abſent or precarious good, 
than one which we have a firm and laſting poſ- 
ſeſſion of, and therefore our defires may be very 
properly exerted either for the acquiſition of it, 
or for” io renevanan., ont nd penn ae Pens 
As then God himſelf hath aſſured us, that 
without a virtuous holineſs no 'man ſhall ſee 
him, ſo as to receive the fullneſs of joy from 
his preſence, certainly if we are in any degree 
properly actuated by the dread of his diſpleaſure, 
we mult form a hearty deſire after that virtue 
which is to free us from it, and is moreover to be 
the Paſſport for our entrance into that Region, 
where our victory over fin, the world and the 
devil will be complete, and our Faith be ſwal- 
lowed up in Fruition. We ſhall from hence be 
led not only to exert our moſt ſtrenuous endea- 
vours againſt every vicious habit, but even be 
_ cautious of the diſtant approaches to the con- 
fines of wickedneſs. We ſhall alſo be extreme- 
ly ſenſible of that continued propenſity or 
weight, which hangs upon the moral part of 
our nature, giving us an almoſt conſtant incli- 
nation to what is wrong, and we ſhall be ex- 
Cited to have recourſe to the moſt proper coun- 
terpoize for this and every other ſpiritual weak- 
neſs, I mean, the Gift and Graces of God's holy 
Spirit. From hence to the paying a frequent 
and conſcientious attendance upon thoſe duties, 
which are the eſtabliſhed means of conveying 
this aſſiſtance, is an eaſy ſtep; and as by ſuch 
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behaviour, we ſhall have taken the very beſt, 
becauſe it is God's own appointed method, for 
the poſſeſſion, . ſecurity, and improvement of 
every Virtue, ſo we may with a modeſt confi- 
dence hope in due time to reap the great and 
final recompenſe of it. 

After the genuine Fear of God hath thus re- 
gulated, and confirm'd theſe firſt and grand de- 
fires of the mind, and hath made all ſuitable 

proviſion for their completion, by pointing out 
the only ſure way to obtain what, in compara- 
tive language, is the one thing needful; it may 
be proper to reflect, (which indeed all of us are 
but too ready to do,) that we have bodies as 
well as ſouls, and are pretty ſtrongly ſollicited 
with cares for their ſupport and accommoda- 
tion. Now theſe we may not only lawfully en- 
courage, but it is our Duty to do ſo to a certain 
degree: there are things which are indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary for the very ſupport of our Being, 
and which we muſt have or die: there are com- 
forts and conveniencies of life indulged with no 
other apparent intention, but that they ſhould 
be enjoyed by ſome people, and therefore each 
one, at proper ſeaſons and under certain re- 
ſtrictions, may uſe, that can fairly obtain 
them: — Examples likewiſe almoſt daily occur, 
which prove that the circumſtances of individuals 
are not ſo fixed either for the better or for the 
wWorſe, as to admit of no diminution or ad- 
vantage, and each Perſon may very allowa- 
bly avail himſelf of the opportunities, which 
offer, of guarding againſt the one, and apply- 
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ing the other, provided he can do either with- 
out any real injury to the more juſt and well- 
grounded pretenſions of others. Thus far, I 
fancy, we are all agreed, but it is incumbent 
upon me to maintain a point, which will not 
perhaps be ſo readily admitted; for I am to 
ſhew that the due reverence of the Deity is in ge- 
neral one of the moſt effectual means for all 
theſe deſirable ends: and yet this is a very beaten 
topic too, which men frequently hear of from 
ſuch places as theſe, and to appearance readily 
acquieſce in, but they depart, they almoſt totally 
neglect the advice given, and, nevertheleſs, 
they often prove ſucceſsful in life, ſo that one 
would be tempted to ſuſpect, that they had no 
tolerable conviction of it upon their minds. 
However be that as it may, the aſſertion, as 
founded in the nature and reaſon of things, may 
be ſupported with very great truth, as far as I 
am concerned with it. For let us enger, (what 
I have already inſiſted a little upon,) that 
the genuine Fear of God directly leads to the 
conſcientious practice of all the moral virtues, 
and amongſt theſe we know that Sobriety, In- 
duſtry, Prudence and Honeſty take their rank; 
all of which have a ſtrong natural tendency to 
promote even temporal ſucceſs. For is not So- 
briety allow'd by almoſt every one to be the 
uſual and beſt preſervative of health, and does 
it not conduce much (partly in conſequence of 
this) to maintain an integrity and clearneſs of 
the Underitanding, whatever that may be in 
each Individual? —— What is Induſtry but 
a patient 
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a patient ſubmiſſion and application of the powers 
of body or mind, or both, to Objects which will 
admit of alteration and improvement, and from 
thence be accommodated to the uſes of life, by 
ſuch an exertion ; and will not the Artiſt be in 
conſequence juſtly intituled to the rewards of his 
Labour from thoſe, who may reap the benefits 
of it? — Will not Prudence teach him the 
Tight employment of the fruits of his toil for the 
beſt advantage of himſelf and thoſe connected 
with him? and will not Honeſty for the moſt 
part maintain his reputation, and by that means 
furniſh materials and opportunities for the exer- 
cCiſe of his Induſtry? — From this ſhort and 
eaſy deduction then we may ſee, that theſe vir- 
tues are a ſort of firſt Principles in the ſcience 
of this preſent Life, upon which we mult pro- 
ceed, if we would act regularly and upon a pro- 
per and ſolid foundation. It is true a variety of 

external cauſes muſt concur with our beſt endea- 
vours, and which are often in a good meaſure 
independant of them ; but doubtleſs experience 
will teſtify, that the divine Providence very fre- 
_ quently, in theſe caſes, fo far gives its bleſſing, 
that all circumſtances ſhall work together for 
even the temporal good of them, who thus 
fear him. However Experience will likewiſe 
ſhew us ſeveral exceptions to this from the exam 
ples of thoſe, who have ſerved the Lord with 
reverence and godly fear, and have, in conſe- 
quence of it, performed every moral Duty to the 
beſt of their power, and yet have met with no 
reward of their labour, unleſs ill ſucceſs and mi- 
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ſery may be called ſo; whilſt we may on the 


other hand diſcern many ſons of fortune, who, 
without almoſt any merit or virtue whatever, 
have entered into the preſent rewards of both. 
But theſe laſt, I fancy, upon a more deliberate 
ſurvey, and the taking in of all circumſtances, 
will fall very much ſhort of that multitude, 
which a ſanguine and precipitate imagination 
would repreſent them to be, ſomewhat like the 
ſtars in the firmament, which to a common eye, 
or a curſory obſerver appear innumerable, but 
upon a more accurate, attentive, and philofo- 
phic view, all, that we are at preſent acquainted 
with, are declared far from being ſo: and as to 
the former, although J fear they are more in 
number, yet, both together taken, they are not 
to be compared to thoſe, who are in fact, or might 
have been proſperous, in the common fenſe of 
the word, by the due cultivation and exerciſe 
of the great Duty now before us. — Add to all 
this that the Perſon who purſues the goods of 
this world, with a conſcientious fear of God upon 
his mind, and according to the divine directions, 
will have much more moderate deſires towards 
them, than thoſe, who make them their ſupreme 
or chief good, and will, from that circumſtance, 
be better qualified to receive all the gratification, 
which they can rationally be expected to yield, 
and alſo feel much leſs pain from any diſappoint- 


ment of them. — When therefore theſe various 


conſiderations are taken together and drawn to 
a a point, they will, I apprehend, authorize me 
to ſay, that a genuine Fear of God is one of the 
mioſt 
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moſt effectual means for the fulfilling our de- 
fires, after temporal ſucceſs, and that we may 
have very ſufficient inducement to maintain and 
encourage it ſimply from that motive. 

Once more and I have done. — As then the 
genuine Fear of God is well adapted to gratify 
the purſuits of Individuals after their own pri- 
vate advantage, in this life, ſo likewiſe we may 
ſee by a very clear deduction, that it is natu- 
oy calculated too at once to inſpire and gra- 
tify a deſire for the and proſperity of our 

Country. By bred oo laſt word I mean, (as I 
queſtion not but you will readily imagine) not 
merely the ſpot of earth which we happen to in- 
habit, but alſo that Collection of Laws, eccle- 
fiaſtical and civil, which join and bind us toge- 
ther in one community, Now we know, He 
who truly feareth God will be led from thence 
duly to N the great duty of gratitude to- 
wards Benefactors; but a very little reflexion 
is neceſſary to ſhew us, that all, which we da, 
or might, vols for our miſcondu&t ) have en- 
joyed above the condition of the ſimple, naked 
Savage, is to be aſcribed almoſt entirely, under 
God, to our Country: which by ſecuring the 
life and the fruits of induſtry to our Parents, or 
their inheritance, (which, it is moſt probable, 


W“ as originally the fruits of induſtry ſome where, 


hath enabled them to exert an effectual care for 
our nurture and education, when we could do 
nothing, or not much of that kind for ourſelves; 

and all the ſecurity to thoſe means of ſupport 

and comfort, which we * lines have acquired | 


in 
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in our own perſons, or have received from our 
Parents, or their Subſtitutes (who, as far as the 
preſent point is concerned, may be ſaid to ſtand 
in the ſame relation to us,) I fay, all this muſt 
be placed to the benign operation of the ſame 
_ cauſe; if therefore we have the proper fear of 
God before our eyes, we ſhall ſincerely and 
heartily wiſh for the reputation and real advan- 
tage of the community to which we belong, in 
the light of gratitude to our great Benefactor, 
which duty either expreſsly or at leaſt by moſt 
plain implication makes a very material branch 
of the divine Law. — It is true the higher any 
Perſon is in rank, and the greater the property 
is, which he poſſeſſes, the ſtronger in reaſon 
ought his acknowledgments to be to that govern- 
ment which preſerves both one and the other to 
him; yet all its Members, (eſpecially under ſuch 
a happy conſtitution; as ours,) are, for the moſt 
part, ſettled by it in a ſtate ſo much ſuperior to 
that of mere nature, and, if they are born under it, 
1t muſt of courſe have been ſo far before hand 
with them, have acquired ſuch an intereſt in, and 
have laid ſuch obligations upon them, as, after 
they are come to years of maturity, they can ſcarce 
ever {ufficiently repay ; and therefore this bond of 
gratitude to advance its proſperity to the utmoſt. 
of our power can never, in the ordinary courſe 
of things, be entirely cancelled : conſequently, if 
we are to a due degree repleniſhed with the ge- 
nuine fear of God, we ſhall upon all proper oc- 
caſions feel and exert this deſire. 
Let us now ſee how this ſame Pn 
uces 
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duces to gratify the deſire, which it is thus calcu- 
lated to excite. I have juſt already pointed out, in 


a ſlight and perfunctory manner, ſome moral vir- 


tues, as examples to ſhew, how aptly conducible 
they are to even the temporal ſucceſs of each in- 
dividual Agent, and I muſt here add that the 
whole circle of duties hath the like tendency to 
the good of the Community in general. To ſup- 
port this laſt aſſertion by entering into a full de- 
tail of particulars, would be, in effect, to write 
an anſwer to the famous maxim, advanced by 
its noted and infamous Patron, — that private 
vices were public benefits : but as there has been 
much more ſolid and ſufficient replies given to 
it, than it ſeems to deſerve, I ſhall from thence 
take it for granted at preſent, that this weak and 
infidel poſition is now entirely exploded. But if 
it be ſo, then from ſuch a victory it is natural 
to think, that the oppoſite truth, that private 
virtues qre, what he would make private vices 
to be, — public benefits, hath received a very 
great acceſſion of ſtrength, and may therefore be 
now looked upon, as moſt completely eſtabliſhed. 
However there is a trite obſervation which is 
to a certain degree ſo very juſt, and ſo appoſite 
to the purpoſe now before us, that I cannot tell 
how to paſs it by entirely unregarded; — it is 
no more than this, that as national Societies or 
Kingdoms have their exiſtence, as ſuch, only in 
this world, ſo they are to expect their rewards 


and puniſhments only here. Now if this be the 


caſe, the argument or motive for each Perſon's 
being virtuous, taken from the preſent temporal 


advan- 
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advantage, which will probably accrue to him- 
ſelf from ſuch conduct, muſt be much more co- 
gent when applied to the State of which he is a 


Member: for, in reſpect of private virtue, if we 
at any time ſee it taking it's final leave of this 


earthly ſcene of things, utterly neglected, or 


actually oppreſſed from almoſt every quarter, we 


have a ready and pertinent anſwer to give for 


ſuch an appearance, we can fay, that temporal 
proſperity 1s not the ultimate, ſupreme and neceſ- 
ſary, but only the accidental and ſubordinate, al- 


though probable reward of private virtue; where- 
as the diſappointment of it in this life, may ſerve 


as a ſtrong confirmation to us of it's happineſs, 
and P—__ to the real improvement of that 


| happineſs hereafter ; but as, taking the truth of 
the propoſition above for granted, no ſuch ſub- 
terfuge as this can be alledged in bar to the re- 


ward or puniſhment of the conduct of political 
Societies, or Kingdoms here, conſidered in that 
capacity, ſo we may indiſpenſably expect either 
one or the other from the Divine bounty or 
juſtice in this world, and in conſequence we have 
a much ſtronger motive for the practice of vir- 


tue from the temporal proſperity, which will 


ariſe to our Country by means of it, than we can 
have from our own. 


But that the cauſe of truth may not ſuffer by 


this argument's being ſet in a fuller point of 


light, or having more weight laid upon it, than 
it will bear, let us hearken a little to what may 


be alledged on the other ſide. For it may be 
{aid that in order to render ſuch a procedure con- 
| 5 2 5 formable 
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formable to our ſtrict notion of Divine juſtice, 
the reward and the puniſhment of each People 


ought conſtantly to operate according to the pre- 
valence of virtue and vice amongſt them, and 


therefore it may very fitly be made a queſtion, 
whether the Fact is really fo, or not? — To 


this I muſt anſwer, that the intrinſic merit or 
demerit of Kingdoms conſiſts of ſuch multifa- 
rious particulars, and is ſo extremely complicated 
an affair, that it would be arrogance for almoſt 

any ſagacity, beneath that of omniſcient,to deter- 
mine with precifion upon it; conſequently as it 
is moſt probable, that the Data or Principles will 


here be wanting, ſo we ſhall be very liable to 


error, if we attempt to make a ſtable and regu- 
lar concluſion. God may execute his wrath up- 


on a nation in appearance much better, than one, 
which He permitteth to eſcape without any ſig- 


nal mark of his diſpleaſure, and yet this ſupe- 


riority may be fictitious, and only in appearance: 


He may even employ a more wicked People to 
be his inſtruments of vengeance upon one that 


is leſs ſo, and yet He may in due time give the 
former the full recompenſe of its deeds, by 


making the delayed ruin the more fignal and 


tremendous: He may permit the perfidious vil- 
lany of ſome States to proſper and triumph againſt 
all oppoſition for a ſeaſon, juſt as He does that 
of ſmaller Robbers, and with the ſame intent, 


that is, that He may ſet up both one and the 
other, as ſpectacles of deftruction and terror to the 
preſent and future generations of men. Theſe 
and a variety of ſuch like caſes might be Pat 
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all tending to vindicate the proceedings of 1 


juſtice with earthly Kingdoms in this world: al- 
though it may be very difficult oftentimes for us 
to make the particular application of them, from 


the reaſon above given. 


| Inſtead therefore of too critically ſcanning, 
and with a ſupercilious air ſitting, as it were, in 


judgment upon the ways of heaven in this re- 


ſpect, it would be a much more becoming and 


uſeful employment to have recourſe to the an- 


tient Hiſtorians, eſpecially the ſacred, and to ob- 


ſerve ourſelves, or conſult the moſt approved 
obſer vers upon them, and ſee if the facts do not 
imply, and their reflexions declare, that wicked- 


neſs hath been the general providential cauſe of 


the ruin of all thoſe mighty Kingdoms, that are 
now no more, although very different might be 
the ſecondary powers, or the immediate inſtru- 
ments by which it was effected. If this then be 
the caſe, doubtleſs it may be very ſufficient to 
form the moſt probable preſumption upon it, that 


the like cauſe will continue to produce the like 


effect: and therefore if the genuine fear of God 
hath poſſeſſed us ſo far as to excite the juſt, and 
truly noble deſire for our Country's Good and 
Proſperity, it will alſo naturally lead us to en- 


deavour after univerſal virtue, as the moſt ef- 


fectual means of divine appointment for this 
end; and we may humbly, but yet aſſuredly, hope 


for God's concurrence to it, provided the cauſe 


can be rendered, in a fitting degree, predominant, 


This laſt Sentence readily carries me to. make 


ſome application of what hath been ſaid to the 


OCCamn 


OT” — 9 


—— — — — —— 


occaſion of the preſent Solemnity. We are now, 
to appearance, in the moſt ſerious and devout 
manner aſſembled to beg, with humiliation and 
prayer, a bleſſing upon his Majeſties arms againſt 
| our enemies, at a very awful and delicate Criſis. | 
I Such behaviour then, in ſuch circumſtances, is a 
good argument that we have the fear of God be- 
fore our eyes, but in order to prove it genuine to 
to ourſelves and others, it muſt produce all thoſe 
deſires in us, which I have endeavoured to ſhew 
that it is calculated, or rather indeed neceſſarily 
adapted to do, ſuppoſing it genuine; and theſe 
deſires muſt upon all proper occaſions excite us 
to ſuitable actions, and ſhine forth before men in 
all thoſe good works, which conſtitute a holy 
and virtuous converſation; for it is only when 
they are thus circumſtanced, that they come 
within the verge of the promiſe, made in the 
Text, and entitle us to their full completion from 
God, either in preſent or future happineſs, — 
But further, — it ſeems almoſt indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite with regard to Kingdoms, that numbers 
thould be virtuous, in order to qualify them ra- 
tionally to expect ſuch bleſſed effects of the Sub- 
ject's virtue, as their proſperity and the conti- 
nuance of it. Let no one therefore upon this oc- 
caſion ſuppoſe himſelf in ſuch a condition of in- 
ſignificant obſcurity, that, (provided he keeps 
clear of the cenſure of the law,) He may indulge 
himſelf in any vice, which he has a power to 
do; ſince his conduct, let it be either good or 
bad, muſt of courſe be too little to affect his 
Country in one way or another : for if he is low 
D 2 and 
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and poor already, the regular conſequence of 


ſuch misbehaviour will be to render him at once 
a burthen, and a nuſance to that State, to which 


he belongs; but if his circumſtances and actions 
ſhould not be ſo very bad, as to bring him to 


this, yet it is proper he ſhould know, that the 


pious, ſober, induſtrious, Tradeſman, Labourer, 


and Mechanic are of the very utmoſt conſequence 
to any community, and that although he may 
eſcape human correction, yet there is an Almigh- 


ty and Omnipreſent Being, who obſerves all his 


irregularities, and will add them to that mighty 
weight, which, if not timely prevented, will one 


day fink his Country into irretrievable ruin. — 
Again, — Let not any man, at the preſent jun- 


cture, be too civil and complaiſant to the virtue 
of his neighbours : He may think (and it 1s a very 


natural thought to occur to the mind of a vitious 
Perſon, if He can be led to reflect at all upon 


the influence of his conduct, in reſpec to the 
Community,) that he ſees many righteous men, 
in his opinion a multitude, very ſufficient to 
guard off any danger, that heaven may threaten 


to inflict upon the ſociety for the behaviour of 


him, and his brethren in iniquity. And it muſt 
be confeſſed, that, with reſpect to the influence 


of even a few righteous for the preſerving a na- 
tion, there is ſomething very plauſible to be al- 


ledged from Holy Writ : for when righteous 
Abraham interceded for two wicked cities, we 
find, that, if there had been in them ten of the 
Fs character with himſelf, his petition would 
have been ſucceſsful. However it is a moſt dan- 

gerous 


8 
gerous experiment to make tryal of, eſpecially if 
many, (and one has as much right to do ſo, as 
another,) ſhould ſtrengthen themſelves in their 
wickedneſs with an expreſs view to it. It muſt 
beſides be conſidered, that, when the Father of 
the faithful became a ſupplicant at the throne of 
Grace for theſe People, it does not appear, that 
they were actually at variance with any of the 
neighbouring States, and therefore his prayer, 
as far as it was granted, was not done ſo in pre- 
judice to any ſuch. — But we have been, for ſome 
time, contending with our ſtrongeſt and moſt vi- 
rulent enemies, who doubtleſs have their day of 
humiliation, ſolemn addreſs to heaven, and pro- 
miſes of amendment, as well as we: let then 
this hint contribute to inſpire us with the genuine 
fear of our common Lord and Creator; let it ex- 
cite a glorious emulation for the practice of all 
thoſe virtues, which God hath enjoined to us; 
and let us endeavour, if poſſible (and if fame ſays 
true, it is not impoſſible) to ſurpaſs our oppo- 
nents, in theſe chief foundations of ſecurity to all 
IJ oo 
Upon the ſuppoſition, that theſe laudable ef- 
effects ſhall be in any tolerable degree accom- 
pliſhed, there will be authority for me to ſpeak 
ſome words of comfort in our preſent diſtreſs, 
and which our Antagoniſts cannot lay ſo proper 
a claim to. For we are bleſs'd with a Religion, 
happily reformed from all thoſe childiſh follies, 
thoſe palpable abſurdities and errors, which their 
Profeſſion of it groans under: we boaſt a Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State, eſtabliſhed upon a 
ſyſtem 


by blood, and now, it is to be hoped, by a firm 
alliance to a Hero, remarkable for his ſufferings, 
his conſummate wiſdom, and his victories : our 
Fleets and Armies ſtill retain the capacity, that 
they have all along had, to do that right to our 
cauſe, which it deſerves, having ſuffered no de- 
feat or loſs, ſufficient greatly to weaken, much 


a moſt puiſſant Body of our enemies forces are 
reported already very nearly to have found a 


Facts ſhould prove to be truly ſtated, they will 

admoniſh us not to give way to impatience or de- 

ſpair, but to hope, that the mighty Governor of 
the Univerſe will condeſcend to give his bleſſing 


power of exerting, and will, in conſequence of our 
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ſyſtem of the moſt equitable, and wiſe Laws, ; 


with a Guardian and Executor at the head of 


them, venerable by his years | venerable by his 
great juſtice, tenderneſs and humanity ! vc >rable 
by every royal virtue! who is cloſely connected 


leſs to render them impotent for any time; whilſt 


grave, where they had acquired a territory, which 
laſt too, it is ſurmiſed, they are ina fair way of re- 
ſigning again ; whilſt their trade,the grand mover 
in their unjuſtifiable uſurpations and bloodſhed, is 
languiſhing, and almoſt ready to expire from the 
very numerous captures of their Veſſels. — If theſe 


to thoſe endeavours, which we {till retain a full 
having duly feared him, fulfill our deſires, in this 


reſpect, by a laſting and honourable Peace. 
Now to God the Father, &c. . 
| | / _ MF 
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